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MORCA Trail Projects and Planning Update 11/19/13 

 

Introduction: 

Several members of MORCA including Darius Rike, Ken Howat, Brian 

Tomasini, David Griffin, George Fontes, Phil Craig, Dawn Hartsock and Lisa Rike 

met to review the MORCA Trail Projects List which had last been updated in May of 

2013.  This Trail Projects and Planning update is a planning document that we will 

use to schedule our trail work days and prioritize which trails we work on and which 

projects we propose to land managers.  We will update this document and share it 

with the membership after each Trail Committee meeting.  Our target is to hold 

these meetings once a month. 

 

Currently all the trails and projects included are on the Fort Ord National 

Monument but other trail systems may be included.  Actual work will depend on 

permission being obtained from the relevant land manager and the number of 

volunteers that participate in trail work days.   

 

 

1. Three Month Trail Work Plan (update each month) 

a. Saturday December 21st, 2013 

i. Trail 50 North (between Jacks Road and Barloy Canyon Road).  

Trail work will consist of general trail maintenance (trail 

trimming and drainage work) with special focus on the tight left 

turn approximately .23 miles from top of the trail. 

ii. Trail 49 North (between Trail 71 and Lookout Ridge Road).  Trail 

work will consist primarily of drainage work with special focus on 

re-establishing the out slope/drainage in the middle section and 

turns to avoid sand build up. 

b. Saturday January 18th, 2014 

i. Trail 49 complete work (if needed) 

ii. Trail 36.  Trail work will consist of drainage maintenance and 

possible armoring or realignment of a short extremely sandy 

section about half way along the trail. 

c. Saturday February 15th, 2014 

i. Trail 36 complete work (if needed). 



2 
 

ii. Trail 42.  Trail work will consist of general maintenance plus (if 

approved) creation of a new entrance from Three Sisters Road  

and reclamation of the area damaged due to short cutting on 

the existing entrance. 

 

 

  

2. Trail maintenance/Small Projects (in order of priority) 

a. Trail 50 from Jacks Rd up to Barloy Canyon Rd is in need of trimming 

and general maintenance. Sight lines need improvement, sand is 

building up in some sections and brake bumps are forming.  Also, 

there is a tight left turn (coming from the top) that is in need of work 

significant work to reduce brake bumps rutting and drainage. 

b. Trail 42 needs some general maintenance to address brake bumps and 

general flow and drainage of the trail.  In addition we would like to 

build a new entrance from Three Sisters Road that goes with the 

normal direction of travel and repair the existing entrance where it has 

been short cut by users.  This Trail 42 entrance project has been 

submitted to IMBA as a possible Trail Care Crew project but we will 

pursue this in any case. 

c. Trail 49 from Jacks Rd up to the “Rock” (Lookout Ridge Rd) is in need 

of maintenance.  Drainage needs to be cleared/improved to reduce 

sand build up and a short section in the middle needs to have the out 

slope re-established (possible rolling dip established). 

d. Trail 36 needs some general maintenance to improve drainage and has 

a sandy section about half way up the trail that is in need of armoring 

or a short re-route to address this issue. 

e. Trail 44 (Outhouse)  needs to have the  outside berms (NOT the ones 

in the turns) left from last year’s sweco work removed to improve trail 

drainage.  We also need to look the sandy section near the top to see 

if we can modify the trail to reduce sand build up.  The S turns in the 

lower section should also be evaluated to make sure they are draining 

well.  

f. Trail 41 (Lower Goat) fix the rut at the bottom by the bench and pond. 

Suggest working in an out slope around that turn to let rain water to 

run off into the vernal pool.  This turn has been worked on before and 

might be best to observe water flow during a rain storm to better 

understand it.  General maintenance of the trail to improve drainage 

and reduce brake bumps in the turns and ruts in the steep section. 

g. Trail 41 (Upper Goat/near Three Sisters Road) fix the ruts around the 

turns and down the first steep section that drops into the field (out 

slope the trail and evaluate the possibility of a rolling dip) 
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h. Trail 34 needs to have the entrance at the top and lower portion of the 

S-turn evaluated.  Ruts are forming each year and with the exposure 

and steepness presents some risk for riders going off the trail.  The 

lower section of the S-turn is getting narrower and difficult to navigate 

on a bike. 

i. Trail 50 from Jacks Rd to Look Out Ridge Rd needs general 

maintenance to improve drainage and reduce sand build up and rutting 

of the trail. 

j. Trail 30 is one of the most used trails to enter the National Monument 

from the Creekside Terrace trail head.  It has a LOT of sand build up in 

the entrance and needs some major work to introduce some grade 

reversals/places for the water/sand to shed off the trail.  Possibly a 

candidate for a re-route of some sections.  The upper section of the 

trail also needs some of the same type of work.   

k. Trail 31 is also a heavily used trail and needs work to improve 

drainage in some sections plus work to stop short cutting of the trail.  

There are many user created short cuts developing on this trail.  There 

is also one heavily rutted section about mid way down the hill on this 

trail that could use a slight re-alignment or some other change. 

l. Trail 76 needs general maintenance for drainage.  There is one small 

section that turns into a mud pit during the rainy season and another 

nearby section that is building up sand.  It will need evaluation and 

perhaps some small change in the trail to introduce a rolling dip, small 

change in route or some other trail feature to improve drainage. 

m. Trail 38/39 needs work at the turn where they meet and 38 drops 

down the hill.  A lot of sand flows down here and builds up in the trail.  

Need to evaluate this turn and the approach to it and see if we can 

modify it to shed water earlier and not wash the sand down the hill. 

n. Trail 47 needs general maintenance and evaluation on the section that 

is short cut by Trail 48.  It has not been maintained in quite a while so 

general trimming and re-establishing of the trail is needed.   The 

bottom of Trail 47 (bottom of couch canyon) could use a bridge 

crossing over the dry creek bed (small 4 foot wide bridge). 

o. Trail 27 needs maintenance as it has a couple of very sandy/rutted 

sections.  We want to keep the nature of this trail but some re-route 

may be needed.  Will have to evaluate this trail. 

p. Trail 67 should be evaluated for ways to reduce the amount of sand 

build up and rutting that happens in this trail.  Possible it may just 

require a re-route. 

q. Trail 69 (middle section) should be evaluated for ways to reduce the 

amount of rutting and sand build up.  Possible it may just require a re-

route. 
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3. Suggested Trail re-routes (in order of priority) 

a. Trail 36- Middle sandy section could be routed a few feet from its 

current location towards the top of the rockier portion of the hill.  This 

rocky section runs in parallel with fall line sandy section of the trail. 

b. Trail 22 has two steep rutted sections one of which is approached with 

little warning and the end of the trail is a sand pit.  It should be moved 

down the side of the hill (similar to the Trail 35 re-route).  Note: BLM 

is planning to take on this project this season (2013/2014) and we will 

most likely be involved in follow up work to improve what will likely be 

a machine built trail. 

c. Trail 60 should be re-routed as it is currently a fall line trail and dumps 

a LOT of sand down the trail corridor (thus its nick name “The Beach”).  

It is a good connector from SandStone Ridge Rd/Trail 22 to Crescent 

Bluff Rd/Trail 82.  A well-built trail that allowed trail users to climb it 

as well as descend would be a great add. 

d. Trail 43 (Ewok) the bottom to middle sections from Skyline Rd is 

developing rutted sections and heavy sand build up.  Much of the very 

low part of this trail is essentially flat.  It could be moved up the hill 

side a little so that an out sloped trail with grade reversals could be 

established.  The upper section is in pretty good shape and just needs 

general maintenance. 

e. Trail 70 entry to Parker Flats Rd should be re-routed down to West 

Machine Gun Flats Road.  The existing entry collects the sand from the 

trail above dumps out onto the paved Parker Flats Road which gets 

some vehicle traffic to/from the BLM offices.  An entry on W Machine 

Gun Flats Road would avoid this and better connect to Trail 91. 

f. Trail 91 from Little MOAB Rd to Eucalyptus Rd should be re-routed to 

introduce some grade reversals.  It currently is a fall line trail and the 

last 100 yards or so is a sand pit from all the sand coming down the 

hill.  There should also be a connect from the bottom near Eucalyptus 

Rd to W Machine Gun Flats Rd to keep trail users off Parker Flats Rd. 

 

 

Darius Rike 

Acting Trail Committee Chair 

MORCA a chapter of IMBA 

http://www.morcamtb.org 


